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Abstract

Nurses are the backbone of the healthcare system which is well
dermonstrated by the ongoing COMD 19 pandemic which has
strained the healthcare system Gobally, the year 2020 was regarded
as the year of the nurse and the midwife but no one thought the
dependency on the nurse and midwife would be this immense. With
S0 much expectation on the nurse and the new world order, focus on
patient safety is the main agenda of the healthcare system and the
nursing fratemity. Subsequently in light of this developments, nursing
education needs to step in to the new word order and adequately
prepare nurses and nursing students so as to conrplenent the conplex
healthcare system The traditional teaching strategies no longer
support the changing healthcare systens thus t’s paramount for us to
have nurses who can apply critical thinking and clinical reasoning at
every stage of providing care. This application of critical thinking and
clinical reasoning ensures nursing care is provided for positive patient
outcomes and conversely achieve patient safety confiming what
Schaffer & Rubenfield (2000) said “behind every healed patient s a
critical thinking nurse”.In conclusion, globally, nurses have the same
questions: How can nurses and nursing student’s ability to think
critically be enhanced? How can we help task oriented individuals
who have a namow view of the work they do? How can we assess
critical thinking in diverse kamers and nurses? There’s need to teach
and evaluate critical thinking which will translate to clinical reasoning
for patients” safety.
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